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ST. ANNE'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
WELCOMING - DIVERSE - PROGRESSIVE

RESTON, VIRGINIA - WWW.S5TANNES-RESTON.ORG

Access Our Website for Worship Links

Please note that sometimes our longer e-newsletters are cut short in an email so you may
inadvertently miss the end. To fix that, scroll all the way to the bottom of the email and you
will see a "Message Clipped: View entire message" link in the bottom left-hand corner
of your email. Click that link in order to view the entire e-newsletter.

YOU ARE INVITED TO

CHRISTMAS AT ST. ANNE'S

CHRISTMAS EVE (DEC 24)

4:00 PM Joyful Christmas Pageant
7:00 PM Festive Eucharist with Strings
10:00 PM Festive Eucharist with Choir & Strings

CHRISTMAS DAY (DEC 25)
10:00 AM Christmas Day Service

CHRISTMAS | (DEC 28)

10:00 AM Christmas Lessons & Carols
(NO 8AM SERVICE)

EPIPHANY (JAN 4)
8:00 & 10:00 AM Living Stories & Star Words

Stargazing & S'mores

Tomorrow, Friday, December 12, 7:00 PM, parking
lot
Cloud date is Sunday, December 14
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Bill Burton and Charles Twardy will be at St. Anne's
with their telescopes to guide us on a tour of the
night sky tomorrow, Friday, December 12!

We'll also enjoy s'mores by the fire so be sure to
bring a camping chair and dress warmly!

So that we know how many people will be there
and to be sure we have enough s'mores for
everyone, please click here to sign up to attend.
It's sure to be a fun time in fellowship with our St.
Anne's family.

Youth Group December Event: Movie Night
Movie: Sunday, December 21, 4-6 PM, Room 1

Last Sunday, we talked a little about having a daily devotional
practice and then decorated Christmas cookies and had a
white elephant gift exchange where the most-wanted prize
was the one that included ramen.

Our next official youth group meeting will be our Movie
Night on December 21 from 4 to 6. Please note the change
in our end time (movies are long). All youth and recent
graduates who are home from break are invited!

Youth Visioning Meeting
This Sunday, December 14, Room 1
Middle School: 4:00-5:00 PM

High School/College: 5:00-6:0 PM

Calling all youth and college-age students! \What
would you want to do with St. Anne's if we weren't
limited by time, money or people? Come to our Youth
Visioning Meeting, and let the Visioning Team know
your hopes for the future of St. Anne's.

Does the youth room need changes? Let's talk. More
acolyte training? We can do that. Do you think we
need to build a waterslide in the parking lot? That's
probably not going to happen. But come let us know

anyway!

Join us on Sunday, December 14. Middle School students will be meeting from 4
to 5 and High School and college students will be meeting from 5 to 6. Come
and help St. Anne's prepare for our next season of worshiping and serving God in
this place.

Envisioning the Future of St. Anne's:

Zoom Session
Next Thursday, December 18 via Zoom, 7:00 PM

Developing a vision for our parish is a parish-
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wide effort, not the job of a small committee. To
this end, we have been holding in-person
facilitated visioning groups to brainstorm ideas.
The ideas will be collated and analyzed for trends
in opinions, or even a possible consensus, on the
direction in which God is leading St. Anne's.

For those who have not been able to attend in
person, we will be holding a session via Zoom next
week, Thursday, Dec 18 at 7 PM.

Envisioning the
Future of

St. Anne’s
700m Scssion

Thursday, December 18,7 PM ‘

Joinin the discussion on
the direction in which
God is leading St. Anne’s!

SIGN UP USING LINK

INTHE E-NEWS

To participate in the zoom session, click here to
sign up so we know to expect you.

Following is the Zoom information:

¢ Click here to join the Zoom meeting (https://us02web.zoom.us/j/841069407917
pwd=rp1FrRPZIRjuYVkGkuofw4dXWB8dbf.1)

¢ Meeting ID: 841 0694 0791

e Passcode: 640272

Any questions, please reach out to Chris Cameron or Suzi Jones.

Last Call for Christmas Flower Dedications
Due by this Wednesday, December 17: Click here to donate

It is a tradition at St. Anne's to adorn the church at Christmas with
poinsettias and other special flowers. You are invited to dedicate
these flowers in memory of a loved one who has passed away or in
thanksgiving for blessings. A $45 suggested donation (any amount
welcome!) may be made here.

Calling All Cookie Elves!
Sign up here: https://signup.com/go/bFBtisN

A beloved St. Anne’s Java Junction Christmas tradition
is sharing plenty of Christmas cookies with our
congregation and guests! Each year we go through 25—
30 dozen, and we would be so grateful for your help.

If you're already baking, please consider making an
extra dozen for Java Junction—thank you! And if you
spot some delicious store-bought cookies while you're
out shopping, those are wonderful too!

Please take a moment to sign up so we can plan accordingly. You may bring cookies
early on Sunday, December 21, or drop them off by 3 p.m. on Wednesday, December 24.

The Java Junction team is also preparing a buffet for our clergy, musicians, and staff, and
there are additional items listed on the signup for those who would like to contribute.
Thank you so much for your generosity!

Cornerstone Christmas Gift Cards for Kids:
THANK YOU!

We are pleased to announce that, through your generosity,
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St. Anne's collectively donated 50 gift cards totaling $3,125
to Cornerstone for the Christmas Gift Cards for Kids
Program.

Thank you so much to each and every one of you who
stepped up to ensure that kids in families who are struggling
to make ends meet will be able to provide something special
under the tree for their children. Once again, the kindness
and generosity of St. Anne's members brilliantly shines
through!

Advent in your Inbox e 77/‘“
Last week's Advent in your Inbox was all about PEACE. VAR o
This week, we will celebrate JOY, including the JOY of IN YOUR INBOX

reading together. Look for our family Advent email this
Saturday morning, where there will be Advent book ey
recommendations for every age, and more ideas for faithful n
celebrations of this season.

If you aren't receiving our special e-newsletter but would
like to, please sign up here.

Diaper Ministry

Thank you, St. Anne's, for your continued support and
generosity! We still need more wipes and size 6 to
complete our supplies for next week’s pantry distribution |
day on Thursday.

Share your Creche on Epiphany!
Sunday, January 4

A St. Anne's tradition! Don’t put away that nativity scene
before the three kings arrive! Bring it to church with you on
January 4th so we can all admire it! Place your creche on
a special display table before you go in for the service.
Linger after the service to enjoy shepherds, angels, critters
and holy families.

Label your nativity scene (or scenes) with your name and any history you'd like to share.
Plan to both bring AND take home your creche on Jan. 4.

Support for FACETS Hypothermia

Shelter
Saturday, January 17, 2026

St. Anne's needs your help to support the
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FACETS hypothermia shelter at Epiphany
Episcopal Oak Hill in January. We need quite a
bit of assistance for this ministry. Please ¥ [ace

consider volunteering your time to serve dinner, B """03:‘:"“ ‘
to prepare a side dish to have re-heated and [J = wwwrecescr
served to our neighbors, or to simply drop off a

food item, newspaper or magazine.

St. Anne's is working with volunteers from
Epiphany Episcopal Oak Hill to feed the unhoused and organize fellowship activities after
dinner for overnight guests.

Click here to sign up to provide food or to volunteer. You may also donate money to help
pay for the chicken dish by clicking here and then choose "give to hypothermia project"
in the drop-down menu.

Questions? Please contact Bruce Edgerton.

Kids Key Moment

This week, Lianna and Abby showed us the dove
ornaments they painted, because doves are a sign of
peace. And they talked about what it must have been
like to be Mary when she heard "God is with you," from
the Angel Gabriel. Mother Kara agreed with them that it
might have been nice to have a few more details, but
God doesn't always work that way.

Interested in a National Cathedral Tour?

On Saturday, January 10th at 10AM, Emily Muha (who is a
docent at Washington National Cathedral) has arranged private
tours for St. Anne’s Elementary age Sunday School youth (K-
5th grade) and their family. Duration is approximately 1 hour,
30 minutes.

Two options are available for parents:

Option # 1

For the Sunday School Children (K-5th grade), Emily will lead a
scavenger hunt throughout the Cathedral to find surprising
critters and creatures. The scavenger hunt will feature picture
clues and a map to find hidden animals like butterflies,
dinosaurs, and panda cubs in the Cathedral’s artwork. Cost per
child is $12. Cost per Parent joining child on Scavenger hunt is
$17.

Option #2 for parents:

While your child is on scavenger hunt throughout the cathedral with Emily Muha, parents
have an option of going on a private Behind the Scenes tour of the cathedral with Dora
Currea (a fabulous long time docent at the cathedral). Discover the Cathedral’'s hidden
stories as you marvel at the building’s artistry and engineering. Journey through stone
stairwells and passageways to see stained glass windows up close and magnificent
views. Cost for Parent for the Behind the Scenes Tour is $40.

The Option #2 tour is:
¢ Not for those with fear of heights or those with limited mobility. All participants must
be able to climb stairs. Be prepared for a variety of spaces that include close
quarters, dim lighting, stair climbing, and heights.
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e All participants must be at least 11 years old; those aged 11 to 17 must be
accompanied by an adult. Infants cannot be carried on Behind the Scenes Tours.

¢ By purchasing tickets for a Behind the Scenes Tour, you acknowledge that you and
everyone in your party are physically able to participate in the tour.

If you/your child is interested, please email Emily Muha and Mtr Kara today to let them
know.

The Closet Volunteer Schedule

We recently received the Volunteer schedule for The

Closet covering the period from now through the

middle of Aprll 2026. We know this is a bUSy time for — Your Nonprofit Thrift Shop
everyone but hopefully you are already putting things

on your 2026 calendar and will be able to take a minute to add these important dates. We
have been assigned six days and they are:

Monday, December 15 (we already had this one scheduled)
Saturday, January 10

Monday, February 2

Tuesday, February 24

Wednesday, March 18

Thursday, April 9

To everyone who gives their time at The Closet—please know how deeply you are
appreciated. Your contributions made a tremendous impact in our community this year.
Here’s to continuing the great work together! If you have any questions or are interested in
volunteering, please reach out to Rita Smith.

$795,000

Seen Around St. Anne's...
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It was such a joy to have so Arden Bianchino and her Adult Formation Anglican

many Scouts represented father, Mike, lighting the Prayer Bead Workshop on
last Sunday to help light the Peace Candle on Sunday. Sunday. Thank you to Mtr
Peace candle. Anne, Chris Cameron and

Mary Ann Rich for leading
such a festive and spiritual
event!

Stewardship Team members, Sue
Robinson, Cat Tucker, Clifton Poole &
Rosie Horn, writing thank you notes to
those who have submitted pledges. If you
haven't yet turned yours in, please click
here.

Leon Urbaniak and Martha Furniss found
a new multi-purpose use for the Flower
Guild containers!

St. Anne's Vestry

Daria Antonucci, James Brooks (senior warden), Sarah Brummett, Bernadette Capelle, Rosie Horn, Carol Leos,
Christian Pelfrey, Clifton Poole, Suzanne Robinson, Nancy Santoro, Charlie Saunders (junior warden), Cat Tucker,
The Very Rev. Jessica Holthus (rector & chair), The Rev. Kara Laughlin (associate rector for discipleship)

Contact Us

The Very Reverend Jessica Holthus, Rector
The Reverend Kara Laughlin, Associate Rector for Discipleship
Robert Hamilton, Music Director
James Brooks, Senior Warden
Sheri Schaffer, Parish Administrator
Angie Gray, Office Administrator

Our offices are open Monday through Friday from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. We are available by
phone and email at other times. We check the office voicemail at (703) 437-6530 regularly.

The deadline to submit an announcement for enews is 12:00 pm on Tuesdays.
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Email it to Sheri. In addition to the text of your announcement, include any graphics,
photos and links in your email.

To reserve space at St. Anne's for an upcoming meeting/event, email Sheri with the
date, time and number of people you expect in attendance.
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